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NectariNes

When my mentor Beth was pregnant, 10 dollars’ worth satisfied her cravings. She also finished  
her Stanford dissertation. Mouthful of honey. Her womb. A pit. Was it the baby or the nectarines?

“Whereas contributions of Korean Americans include: the invention of the first beating heart  
operation for coronary artery disease, a 4-time Olympic gold medalist for diving, and the nectarine.”

The flesh is delicate, easily bruised in some cultivations. It is a peach with plum skin. “A peach without  
its fur coat.” “Slice them into a salad or serve them with cheese.” This is the way of the nectarines.

“Judging by their achievements over the past 100 years, theirs is an American story that confirms  
opportunity in these free United States.” The name is from the drink of the Olympic gods called “nektar.”

Julia learned in her freshmen year of college, nectarines were created by two Korean brothers.  
“The Kim brothers.” “It’s like a peach and a plum, together,” she said, “the nectarine.”

In the article “The Yellow Peril,” Jack London wrote, “the Korean is the perfect type of inefficiency—of  
utter worthlessness” and “tested thus, the Korean fails.” He probably didn’t know about the nectarines!
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Then, Julie tells me later, “you guys can be the nectarine sisters!” I say, “More like she’s a beautiful  
rosy peach. I’m a lovely purple plum. And together we make a nectarine!” Nectarine family love!

Terry Hong: “I consider myself Korean and American. A Korean American is a hybrid product of  
both U.S. and Korean countries and cultures.” Beat. I am proud we helped develop the nectarine.

For Javier’s belated birthday, I decide to make him a sundae. Caramel chips. Vanilla ice cream.  
Lines of poetry as topping. Before we take a bite, I add his favorite: Fresh plump pieces of nectarines!

“The first wave of immigrants from Korea began to arrive in the early 1900s.” “Harry Kim (Kim Hyung-Soon)  
created history in 1921 with the ‘Fuzzless Peach’ otherwise known as the Sun Grand Nectarine.”

My parents made love sometime in the year of 1983. I was born in the Hollywood hospital. I have dad’s  
mouth & mom’s eyes. I’m a crossbreed. Or a hybrid. Magnificent mixed breed. Am I a nectarine?
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at the Blue MooN café

We met at the Blue Moon Café Friday
Behind his seat was a blue painted moon
A date or not a date I think I pray
I gaze into his eyes and think of June
The gurl I used to love, whose brown eyes mowed
My heart into lumps of red wet clay
His eyes were still the same—as Derrida
Would say—only body part that never
Changes, even as you age. June now Pete.
Pete, with his hands folded strong, like men do.
Pete, who doesn’t like most people, but me.
Pete, who has a partner, but isn’t happy.
Keeping options open, I see no inch
Of gurl in him anymore, only man
Who sits before me, smiles like the moon
Some things you cannot change
Some things you just have to hope and pray
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Yellow

yellow room yellow lamp

yellow skin yellow skin

yellow yolk yellow snot

yellow yellow yellow yellow 

yellow butter yellow other

yellow moon yellow stars

yellow discharge yellow sign

yellow bruise yellow diarrhea

yellow hello yellow fellow
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yellow jeans yellow slut

yellow cunt yellow cunt

yellow poo yellow butter

yellow margarine yellow other

yellow yellow yellow mellow

yellow hydrant yellow sign

yellow girl hello girl

yellow gurl yellow hurl

노란 노랑 노란 노랑
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yellow sun yellow crayon

yellow truck yellow luck

yellow face yellow vase

yellow mold yellow rose

yellow hand yellow tan

yellow moon yellow chink

yellow paper yellow net

File: teen Yellow Lingerie Slut Get Fucked download, from: hotfile.com, size: 214 MB, date: 2010-02-05 
01:03:53 - FilesTube.com.
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White & yellow lesbian scene 03:00. 2010-04-26 10 views. Tight yellow pussy destroyed 03:00

. . . organized crime syndicates, sell cunt; racism is not wicked or cruel when the black cunt or 
yellow cunt or red cunt or Hispanic cunt or Jewish cunt has . . .

The stain of love
Is upon the world
Yellow yellow yellow

—William Carlos Williams

There’s nothing as yellow as the yolk in a fried egg
There is nothing as yellow as a crushed egg carton
the whites oozing into cardboard

There is nothing as yellow
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219%  ×  (a + b + c)  ×  a  i  r  =

The innards of lesbians are the same as yours.
She told me.
Still, she wouldn’t let me touch until I agreed.
She would navigate.
Her body was mapped. Alone, I could not know her secret parts.
She whispered.
The regions marked girl were strange.
Back of her heel.
Collar bone.
And her left breast, it was evil. Always bigger than the right.
She smiled then

—a toothy grin.

I’m nervous. I’ve never been with a girl.
You are the only one I’ve ever desired.
You are questioning. You have time to learn.
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To demonstrate. She marked her body with a Sharpie.
The lines were thick and crooked in every way.
Separating limb from limb.
Her left hip was circled with elaborate doodles.
That ran up and around.
Almost touching the edge of her dark nipple.
Never mind this, it’s just a design I made up.

She arranged a list of her parts
Using a range of symbolic theorems.
One who never got past elementary math
Would have figured it rubbish or brilliant.
Don’t think of this as my stomach, it is now a black board.
Scrawls of figures and numbers galore.
I love making arithmetic, it makes me feel free.

We counted together slowly. Her skin, 67.45 percent boy but 2%
The two black moles on her back • • . Her eyes were 98% boy
Except 5 eyelashes   . But her heart, the only organ that matters.
219% × (a+b+c) × A I R = boy boy boy ♂ ♂ ♂
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A dive bar off Santa Monica Blvd. And eyes, cocky ones. That lured me in.
I sank into them and was reassured
I was still straight and a very good person.

Since scientists never consider those breaths that never leave you.
That is essential to the body.
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Good

I kiss my lover while her legs spread open I pull my fingers through
and through she asks in moans why does it feel so good?

I drown gulp salt ashes & mermaid hair the waves murmur me home.
At seven when I cleaned the house—I got three quarters, like a good girl should.

We were on the telephone. He wanted me to go to the police station. I said no.
I knew the end would come, when my father said Margaret, I don’t feel so good.

When my father called my name it was four words: mar, gar, e, t! His singing
Voice not like a tuba or trombone, but a blend. Korean melodies good.

Whoa! I feel good, I knew that I would, now. I feel good, I knew that I would.
So good, so good, I got you. So good, so good, I got you. So good, so good, so good

I like watching bisexual themed reality shows starring Asian Americans
Tila Tequila’s on television she’s eating fried chicken mmm mmm this is good.
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I let my lover sit inside I don’t want them to stare at her because she’s butch.
God is so good. God is so good. God is so good. Is so good to me. God is so good.

We were deciding what to watch together, my father sees my first boyfriend on the TV,
Black jackets like Columbine, the Matrix, this all is: no good no good no good!

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. My father’s ashes are
Scattered in the Pacific Ocean. [I miss him] . . . and then He declared it was good.

She nibbles at my neck, my toes she kisses each part of my back side
It all takes at least an hour I start to dream and die she whispers I taste good.

Tinfish5_MargaretRhee_final.indd   14 6/5/11   9:48:53 AM



iNdex: a PoeM aBout sex 

Abortion, 67, 69, 90, 105, 707; see also Roe versus Wade, Jackie’s heartache
AIDS/HIV, xix, 25, 26, 27, 202, 1002
American Gay (Murray), 13, 14, 45
Audre Lorde Project, 109

Bilot, 221
Breasts, 207; see also boobies, tits, cupcakes, pillows, arrows
Butler, Judith, 707–1213
Buchanan, Pat, 702, 1005

California Proposition, 22, 202, 207; see also Libby and Brenda
Catholic church, 1–100,000,000
Civil rights movement, xi, 7–10, 1005–2000

Domestic partnerships, 25, 26; see also Amy and Jennifer

Foucault, Michel, 88, 98, 2002, 100,000,000
Family, 000
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Fiona lightly touched my cheek, 27
Femme, 578; see also beautiful femmes of color,  

for example: Juana Maria Rodriguez, Gayatri Gopinath, and T. Kebo Drew
Fetish, 57; see also “False Power,” Asian Fetish, Foot Fetish, Richard Freiherr von Krafft-Ebing,  

Bettie Page, Dom, Sub, Pony play, Puppy play
Freud, Sigmund, 100–100,000,000,000

Gay and Lesbian, 15–90; see also Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund,  
Gay and Lesbian Social Center, Gay and Lesbian Museum, Gay and Lesbian History Center

God Hates Fags, 107–200
Good, 8, and see also what I am not
Gender, 10007

Happy endings, 57; see also Yellow Fever
Heart, 0
Hiccups, 99
Halberstam, J. Jack, 2002; see also www.bullybloggers.com and drag queen dreams
Heteronormativity, 9999, 100,000,002; see also how the world is structured
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Homosexual, 1–50; see also Tigerheat Dance Club
“Hey Hetero!” 133–4

“I am what I am,” 29–30
Identity, 1–100,000,000
  And activism, 125
  Heterosexual matrix, 334
  Intersectional, 334; see also Assemblages
  Policing, 99
  I saw her in West Hollywood playing with Glow Sticks, it was then I knew I was gay, 77
Julien, Issac, 445; see also love, Stuart Hall, inspired Tai to be a filmmaker

Kinsey, Alfred, 999,999,999; see also Nancy invited me to work with her at the Kinsey Institute,  
was it love or desperation?

Lawrence versus Texas, 265–66
Loving Lydia was my biggest mistake and my greatest dream, 105
Loving versus Virginia, 45, 98, 100,000,999; see Julie, Kevin, and Tamera
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Looking for Langston, 445; see also Julien, Issac
Love, 57, 1001, 100,000,057

Marriage, 0; see also I still think marriage is NOT the ultimate goal

Nectarines, 1. Am I?
New York City, 4, 7, 92
Natalia gives me a piece of gum as our birth control, 2009

Orgasm, 000,000,000,000,000,000000000000000000000000000000; see also Lydia and Anna

Pornography, 99–700; see also images on pages 1–98 and corresponding websites
Pussy, 45; see also what I like to eat, 78
Public/Private spheres, 25
Pride, 98; see also shame; see also Pauline Park in a red dress and a microphone in her hand
Pleasure, 800

Queer, viii–ix, 999,876, 345
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Queer Women of Color Media Arts Project, 99–100,000,000; see also QWOCMAP is Love
Queers Bash Back, 45; see also I told you once, don’t make me show you again

San Francisco, 1878; see also Lexington Club
Supreme Court, 99–100,000,000
  On Dred Scott Decision, 142
  On gender discrimination, 119
  On marriage, 009–100,000,000
  On right to privacy, 88
  On sodomy, 700
Sometimes I wonder why love is so hard, and sex so easy?, 909
Shepard, Matthew, 790,000,000
Stone Butches, 98; see also Leslie Feinburg and “melt the stone”
Spade, Dean, 99; see also SWOON!

Teena, Brandon, 97, 98, 99; see also when we are in heaven
Transgender, 97, 109
Truong Loc Minh, 71; see also identity and possibility
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Women’s only space, 570; see also paradise, heaven, getting shit done
Women Warrior Poets, 89–1,009,955; see also lesbian feminist poets, pioneers, possibility, for example: 

Minnie Bruce Pratt, Adrienne Rich, Audre Lorde
Wilkinson, Ricci, 89–999,999,999
Why does someone in my seminar respond to my poem by drawing an Asian eye? 100,000,000;  

see also image on page 1 and list of suspects on page 22

Yellow, 6, 57; see also Yellow Fever, Yellow Cunt, 노란 노랑, and why does someone in my seminar 
respond to my poem by drawing an Asian eye?
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aBout the Poet

Margaret Rhee writes poetry in the 
morning, teaches ethnic lit in the 
afternoon, and researches race, 
gender, and sexuality at night.

Dreams—digital or otherwise—
tend to occur all day long.

In 2004, she attended the 
inaugural Kundiman retreat where, 
in the hot, humid, and beautiful 
Virginia landscape, she fell in love 
with poetry.

“Nectarines” was previously published in 
the Spring 2011 issue of Kartika Review.

ackNowledGMeNts

Thanks to:

Fuifuilupe Niumeitolu, Julie Thi Underhill, Paul 
Ocampo, Sonny Nordmarken, and Isela González 

:: dearest friends :: over the decade and more to 
come: Vanessa Lewis, Edward Gunawan and Alex 
Luu :: without whom, in so many ways, Yellow / 
노란 / 노랑 / Yellow would not be possible: Beth 
Piatote, C.S. Giscombe, and especially Craig 
Santos Perez :: the Department of Ethnic Studies at 
the University of California, Berkeley—where poetry 
is activism is scholarship :: teachers and editors, 
throughout the years & now: David St. John, 
Ky-Phong Tran, and of course Susan Schultz :: 
Kundiman, especially Purvi Shah, Ching-In Chen, 
Sarah Gambito, Vikas Menon, Oliver de la Paz, 
Debbie Yee, Jai Dulani, Jai Arun Ravine (heart!!!), 
and always Joseph O. Legaspi :: In particular, with 
so much 사랑 / sa rang, for my given family.
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also availaBle iN the retro series

RS#1—Say Throne, by No‘u Revilla. 5.5 × 8.5, 16 pp. $3.

RS#2—Tonto’s Revenge, by Adam Aitken. 4 × 6, 32 pp. $3.

RS#3—The Primordial Density Perturbation, by Stephen Collis. 5 × 11, 12 pp. $3.

RS#4—Mao’s Pears, by Kenny Tanemura. 8 × 8, 28 pp. $3.

Retro Series chapbooks can be purchased online at www.tinfishpress.com, or by mail  
using the address on the opposite page. Subscriptions to this monthly one-year series  
are also available for $36; back issues will be delivered based on availability.
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